TO:

NSSED Staff
NSSED Parents
Member District Superintendents
Member District Special Education Directors

FROM:

Eddie Chez, President
NSSED Leadership Council

DATE:

January 20, 2016

RE:

Appointment of New Superintendent

On behalf of the NSSED Leadership Council, I am very pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Kurt Schneider as
the next Superintendent of the Northern Suburban Special Education District. The Council made the appointment at its
regular meeting this evening after concluding a national search.
Dr. Schneider is currently Assistant Superintendent for Learning (Pupil Personnel Services) in Hinsdale District 181
where he has led regular education curriculum development, special education and pupil personnel services since
2012. He brings extensive leadership experience in both regular and special education also having served as CoAdministrator of Teaching and Learning and Director of Student Services, in Stoughton, Wisconsin. He began his career
as a special education teacher at Madison East High School in Madison, WI. He has also been an Associate Lecturer at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison in Rehabilitation Psychology and Special Education and Educational Leadership
and Policy Analysis departments, and co-founded their National Leadership for Social Justice Institute.
He holds a Ph.D. in Educational Administration from the University of Wisconsin- Madison and Master’s and Bachelor’s
degrees in special education from the University of Wisconsin. He has also studied and received advanced certificates
from Harvard University.
The Leadership Council was impressed with Dr. Schneider’s passion for excellence, his extensive leadership
experience, his deep knowledge of both regular and special education and his vision for addressing the changing needs
of NSSED’s students and member districts.
Upon his appointment Dr. Schneider said, “I am extremely humbled and honored to join an organization that
represents a region of some of the best school districts in Illinois and the country, who across students, staff, parents,
and community members, have at their core a desire to work together to provide students the best instructional
practices and services the field has to offer. This is a tremendous responsibility and opportunity to continue such a
rich history of forward leading work that I do not take for granted, and I couldn't be more thrilled and excited to be a
member of such a collaborative team of individuals."
Dr. Schneider will begin his duties on July 1, 2016. In the meantime, he will be meeting regularly with Dr. Tim Thomas
and others to ensure a smooth transition.
The Leadership Council would like to thank all of the parents, NSSED staff and member district leaders who
participated in many stages of the search for a new superintendent. We believe that you will find your work with Dr.
Schneider to be stimulating and rewarding.
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